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Abstract

Trends in Korean contemporary Buddhism
and Hyeam-Sunggwan'’s pratice and edification

Oh Kyeong-hwo
(Lecturer, Dongguk Univ., Gyeongju-si)

Zen master Hyeam i1s the symbolic presence of modern Korean
Buddhist history together with Zen master Seong—cheol. His lifelong
banquet and the practice such as “sitting, not lying throughout his life(=
JEANEA),"and “afternoon abstinence(“T#%15%)” became his symbol. In 1947,
when he participated, the Bongamsa Association became the occasion to
strengthen his spirit of execution. In addition, the remnants of colomal
Buddhism during the Japanese colonial period were dissolved and the
legitimacy of Korean Buddhism was reestablished. He took the lead in
clearing the confusion and contradictions of the Jogye Order in 1994 and
1998. Hyeam said that 'reform’ was a word that came because he did not
follow the Buddha's word. In the end, Hyeam’'s life was to carry out
Buddha's teachings with thorough performance.

Key words
Seong—cheol, Hyeam, Korean modern Buddhism, Seon practice,
Bongamsa, Association Buddhist reform
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